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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Domestic  and  International  Business 
Administration 

EXPORT  MONITORING  REPORT  FOR 
FERTILIZERS 

February  1976 

U.S.  exports  of  phosphatic  and  nitro¬ 
genous  fertilizers  for  the  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  were  lower  than  in  the  correspond¬ 
ing  month  of  1975,  while  imports  of  these 
fertilizers  increased.  Data  for  total  fer¬ 
tilizer  exports  for  the  first  two  months 
of  the  calendar  year  indicate  that  exports 
of  nitrogenous  fertilizers  were  lower  than 
for  the  same  two  month  period  of  a  year 
ago,  reaching  only  196,593  content  tons 
in  1976  as  compared  with  224,516  content 
tons  in  1975.  Phosphatic  fertilizer  exports 
for  January-February  1976  also  de¬ 
creased  to  318,393  content  tons,  nearly 
5  percent  below  the  334,562  content  tons 
exported  in  the  same  period  of  1975. 

As  of  March  1,  1976,  data  collected  by 
the  Department  of  Commerce’s  Office  of 
Export  Administration  indicate  that  ex¬ 
ports  will  continue  to  be  at  levels  lower 
than  in  1975.  Contracts  for  export 


through  the  first  half  of  1976  total 
136,078  content  tons  of  nitrogenous  fer¬ 
tilizers  and  457,110  content  tons  of  phos¬ 
phatic  fertilizers.  Combining  actual  ex¬ 
ports  for  January  and  February  with 
contracts  for  export  for  March  through 
June,  yields  anticipated  exports  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1976  of  332,671  conr 
tent  tons  of  nitrogenous  fertilizers  and 
775,503  content  tons  of  phosphatic  fer¬ 
tilizers.  Actual  exports  of  nitrogenous  and 
phosphatic  fertilizers  in  the  first  half  of 
1975,  were  601,858  and  897,180  content 
tons,  respectively. 

Latest  production  figures  from  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Census  indicate  that  production 
of  anhydrous  ammonia  and  phosphoric 
acid  for  January  were  more  than  12  per¬ 
cent  above  the  production  figures  for 
January  1975.  Production  of  phosphoric 
acid  should  continue  at  a  much  higher 
rate  than  in  1975  due  to  new  capacity 
which  has  been  added  in  the  past  year. 

Inventory  levels  continue  at  higher 
rates  than  those  experienced  a  year  ago. 
Month-ending  inventories  of  anhydrous 
ammonia  in  January  reached  almost  2.4 
million  tons  as  compared  with  1.3  million 
tons  in  1975. 


U.S.  exports  of  fertilizers  through  the 
end  of  February  for  the  1976  crop  year 
(July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976)  are  des¬ 
tined  primarily  to  developing  countries. 
In  particular,  97  percent  of  the  urea,  94 
percent  of  the  ammonium  sulfate,  86  per¬ 
cent  of  the  phosphoric  acid,  79  percent 
of  the  triple  superphosphate  and  55  per¬ 
cent  of  the  ammonium  phosphates  were 
exported  to  developing  countries.  De¬ 
veloped  countries  received  50  percent  of 
the  anyhydrous  ammonia  and  65  percent 
of  the  phosphate  rock  exported  during 
this  eight  month  period. 

Tables  on  imports,  exports,  produc¬ 
tion,  inventories,  and  domestic  and  ex¬ 
port  prices  follow.1 

Donald  E.  Johnson, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Domestic  and  International  Business. 


1  World  supply  and  demand  data  are  not 
available  on  a  monthly  basis.  The  most  re¬ 
cent  data  on  world  supply  and  demand  wUl 
be  included  In  the  Semi-Annual  Report  to 
the  Congress  on  operations  under  the  Export 
Administration  Act  covering  the  six  month 
period  ending  with  the  first  Quarter  1976. 


Table  1. — U.S.  trade  in  nitrogen  and  phosphate  fertilizer  January  1975-February  1976;  export  contracts  for  March  1976-December  1976 


[In  content  tons] 


January 
to  June  • 
1975 

July  to 
December 
1975 

January  to 
February 
1975 

January  to 
February 
1976 

February 

1975 

Contracts,  1976 

Commodity 

1976 

March 

April  to 
Juno 

July  to 
September 

October  to 
December 

Imports: 

N  and  PjOs  content  tons  i 
Nitrogen  fertilizer. 

Phosphate  fertilizer. . 

Exports: 

N  and  PjOs  content  tons 

Nitrogen  fertilizer. . 

Phosphate  fertilizer  J . 

709,546 

145,653 

601,858 

897,180 

540,412 

103,901 

595,605 

1,165,992 

195,071 

24,718 

224,716 

334,562 

206,073 

17,233 

1 

196,593 

318,393 

65,339 

4,357 

82,794 

136,892 

116,339  .. 
6,607  .. 

77,056 

123,861 

89,401 

268,888 

46,677 

188,222 

26,481 

148,278 

16, 194 
142,901 

1  N  and  PjOi  content  tons  includes  items  not  listed  in  accompanying  tables. 
*  Does  not  include  phosphate  rock. 

Source:  Bureau  of  Census  and  Office  of  Export  Administration. 


Table  2. — Fertilizer  exports,  January  1975-February  1976;  export  contracts  for  March  1976-December  1976 

[Short  tons;  except  as  noted] 


January 

July  to 

January 

January  to 

Contracts,  1976 

to  June 

December 

to  February 

to  February 

February 

February  - 

Commodity 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1976 

1975 

1976 

March 

April  to  July  to 

October  to 

June  September 

December 

Nitrogenous: 


Anhydrous  ammonia 1 . 

200,936 

99,492 

87,986 

76,101 

16,597 

31,666  „. 

Urea _ _ _ 

272,457 

284,653 

79, 211 

59, 351 

35, 645 

15, 605 

5i,  617 

15,000  ... 

Ammonium  nitrate . . 

14, 189 

31,847 

6,288 

873 

4, 353 

525 

8,323 

700  ... 

Ammonium  sulfate . . 

288,242 

426,800 

59,880 

129, 551 

22,186 

65,435 

78,019 

110,486 

93,300 

46,600 

Phosphatic: 

Phosphoric  acid  * . 

141, 158 

171, 383 

49,930 

52,363 

27,454 

31,741 

71, 881 

91,456 

91, 189 

87, 019 

Phosphate  rock  (000)  (Florida 
only). 

Concentrated  superphosphate. 

5, 613 

5,710 

2,168 

1,577 

878 

624 

1, 013 

2,043 

1,617 

1,721 

416,340 

656,893 

147, 106 

164,440 

41,776 

46, 5o4 

182, 816 

121, 466 

86,500 

86,500 

Ammonium  phosphate . . 

1, 167, 979 

1,518.388 

419,280 

410.464 

154,446 

150, 194 

245,870 

91, 227 

38,700 

36,000 

Mixed  fertilizer _ ... 

245,055 

79,257 

170,685 

39,920 

122,368 

20,613 

17,373 

655  ... 

. 

1  Includes  fertilizer  and  other  grades  of  anhydrous  ammonia. 

1  Include  phosphoric  acid,  fertilizer  grade  and  N.E.C.  (100%  APA). 

Sources:  Bureau  of  Census  and  Office  of  Export  Administration. 
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Table  3. — Fertilizer  imports,  January  1975-February  1976. 


[Short  tons] 


Commodity 

January  to 

July  to 

January  to 

January  to 

February 

February 

June  1975 

December 

February 

February 

1975 

1976 

1975 

1975 

1976 

Nitrogenous: 

69,277 

415,936 

434,525 

391,003 

219,677 

90,437 

174,513 

130,356 

116,099 

50,653 

28,432 

84,446 

12,274 

Urea.  . . . . 

140,960 

139,903 

103, 912 
78,679 

46,376 

51,514 

29,283 

67,673 

17,894 

11,711 

Ammonium  sulfate _  ...  ... 

. - . 

46,543 

100 

55,858 

9,890 

1,241 

100 

Phosphatic: 

Phosphoric  acid..  ... . . 

_ 

65, 947 

39,329 

14,754 

244 

3,228 

153 

32,  669 

8,974 

161,860 

10,724 

124 

2,205 

31,859 

5,238 

124 

1,421 

10,878 

141, 100 

Source:  Bureau  of  Census. 

Table  4.- 

— Fertilizer  production,  July  1973- January  1976 

[1,000  short  tons] 

July  1973  to 

July  1974  to 

Percent 

January 

January 

Percent 

July  1974  to 

July  1975  to 

Percent 

Commodity 

June  1974 

June  1975 

change 

1975/74 

1975 

1976 

change 

1976/75 

January 

1975 

January 

1976 

change 

1976/75 

Nitrogenous: 

Anhydrous  ammonia . . 

. . .  15,705 

15, 674 

-0.2 

1,206 

1,355 

12.4 

8,998 

9,253 

2.8 

Urea.  _  _ 

_  3, 543 

3,690 

4.1 

276 

NA 

NA 

2,122 

NA 

NA 

Ammonium  nitrate  - - 

. .  7,329 

7,401 

1.0 

617 

575 

-6.8 

4,411 

3,929 

-10.9 

Ammonium  sulfate  1 _ 

. .  2,805 

2,415 

-13.9 

199 

NA 

NA 

1,423 

NA 

NA 

Phosphatic: 

Phosphoric  acid  1 _ _ 

_  6,950 

7,  ?39 

5.6 

558 

628 

12.2 

4,311 

4,198 

-2.6 

Concentrated  superphosphate  J. 

. .  1,705 

1,728 

1.3 

115 

136 

18.3 

958 

899 

-6.2 

Ammonium  phosphate  *  - 

_  6,745 

6,965 

3.3 

506 

760 

50.2 

3,903 

4,812 

23.3 

i  Includes  ccke  oven  byproduct. 
» 100%  APA. 

*  Gross  weight. 


Not*.— NA— Not  available. 

Source:  Bureau  of  Census. 

Table  5. — Producers  inventories  of  fertilizer  materials 


[In  short  tons] 


Commodity 

June 

1973 

June 

1974 

June 

1975 

December 

1975 

January 

1975 

January 

1976 

- 

Anhydrous  ammonia  ...  _ 

622, 318 

615, 376 

1, 131, 500 

2, 061,804 

1,327,265 

2,391, 721 

Urea...  . . . 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

Ammonium  nitrate _ 

90,811 

90,491 

214,  326 

435, 116 

272,236 

388,859 

Ammonium  sulfate _ 

101,  508 

153, 496 

239,753 

397.405 

163,614 

NA 

Phosphoric  acid _ 

88, 150 

133, 313 

211,579 

187,  273 

176,942 

193,584 

Concentrated  superphosphate.. 

103,960 

95,016 

254,  029 

108,024 

163,670 

183,269 

Ammonium  phosphate  ...  ... 

135,048 

95,773 

263,300 

261,204 

131,275 

323,768 

Source:  Bureau  of  Census. 

Note.— NA— Not  available. 

Table  6. — Producers  prices  of  fertilizer  materials 
[Dollars  per  ton] 


Apr.  12, 1976  Percent  change  October 

Commodity  Oct.  24,  Oct.  21,  Oct.  27.,  -  1973  to  1976 

1973  1974  1975  (Low)  (High)  - 

(Low)  (High) 


Anhydrous  ammonia _ 

65 

160 

190 

180 

190 

177 

192 

Urea _  ... 

72 

175 

175 

160 

175 

47 

86 

Ammonium  nitrate _ 

62 

115 

115 

91 

115 

122 

143 

Phosphoric  acid  (52-54%) _ 

Phosphate  rock  (66-68%) _ 

78 

157 

173 

173  ... 

122  .... 

7 

25 

31 

31 _ 

343  .. 

Concentrated  superphosphate. . 

55 

140 

140 

127 

140 

131 

155 

Ammonium  phosphate _ 

75 

165 

135 

135  . 

135 

80 

8.0 

Source:  Price  col.  1— Cost  of  Living  Council.  Cols.  2, 3,  and  4— Chemical  Marketing  Reporter  (low  and  high  quote) 


I 

I  _  . 
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Table  7. — Export  price*  of  selected  fertilizer  products,  February  1976 


Commodity 


Low  High  Weighted 

average 


/ 


Phosphate  Rock: 

25 

48 

82 

23 

37 

Ammonia: 

67 

86 

76 

Remaining  contracts - — 

Urea: 

84 

120 

96 

80 

85 

Triple  superphosphate: 

85 

121 

98 

82 

231 

Diammonium  phosphate: 

91 

424 

115 

Remaining  contracts. .. . 

107 

415 

182 

Source:  Office  of  Export  Administration,  U.8.  Department  of  Commerce. 


Table  8. — Exports  and  anticipated  exports,  February  1976 


Unit  of  measure  and  commodity 
area  of  destination  ' 


Actual 
July- 
Febmary 
1975  to  1976 


March 

1976 


Unfilled  contracts 

April-June  July- 
1976  September 
1976 


October- 

December 

1976 


IN  content  tons 


Nitrogen  (N): 

Western  Hemisphere . — 

381.124 

193.220 

58,487 

11, 139 

24,414 

294  .... 

30,386 

8,520 

21,551 

4,450 

11,744 

4,450 

194.083 

8,822 

Phosphate  (PjOf)j 

Western  Hemisphere . 

Western  Europe . . 

Communist  areas  in  Europe . 

19,950 

-  590,858 
432,524 

42, 188 
371,516 

6,182 

67  .... 

123,911 

44,942 

24,813 

74,482 

739  .... 

87,306 

43,367 

30,360 

27,190 

73,636 

18,075 

30,360 

26,207 

69,466 

18,075 

30,360 

25,000 

IN  short  tons 

Ammonia: 1  .  . 

Western  Hemisphere . S. . 

Western  Europe . 

41,117 

99,698  .... 
44,196  .... 

1  .... 

Australia  and  Oceania . 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

9  .... 
839  .... 

July  1975  to  February  1976 . 

Urea: 

Western  Hemisphere . . 

159, 186 

Western  Europe . 

17^652 

29,571 

15,000  .... 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

July  1975  to  February  wo . 

Ammonium  nitrate: 

Western  Hemisphere . 

32,240 

190 

8,083 

40  ... 

700  ... 

Australia  and  Oceania . 

Tercent  exported  to  developing  countries 

38  -  -  - 

252 

200  ... 

July  1975  to  February  1976 . 

Ammonium  Sulfate: 

Western  Hemisphere . . 

Western  Europe . - . 

514, 313 
4,089  ... 
28,881  ... 

78,019 

110,486 

93,300 

46,600 

Australia  and  Oceania . 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

6,826  ... 

2,242  ... 

July  1975  to  February  1976.. . 

Phosphoric  Acid:’ 

Western  Hemisphere - 

iyj,336 

58,722 

66,456 

66,189 

62,019 

Western  Europe . 

50,933 

306  ... 

'".13,159 

25,000 

25,000 

25,000 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

401  ... 

1 

July  1975  to  February  1976 . 

Phosphate  rock  (000) : 

2,574 

521 

809 

455 

765 

756 

491 

2,259 

119 

110 

Communist  areas  in  Europe - 

507 

1,947 

43 

331 

668 

272 

364 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

July  1975  to  February  1976 . 

Triple  superphosphate: 

397,935 

17,599 
36,892 
53,942 
74,383  .. 

7,704 

47,762 

66,000 

5,500 

15,000 

5,500 

15,000 

66,000 

211,438 

Communist  areas  tn  Europe . 

91,712 

120,248 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 
July  1975  to  February  1976 . 

Footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  8. — Exports  and  anticipated  exports,  February  1976 — Continued 


Actual  Unfilled  contracts 

July-  - 

Unit  of  measure  and  commodity  February  March  April-June  July-  October- 

area  of  destination  1  1975  to  1976  1976  1976  September  December 

1976  1976 


Diammonium  phosphate  and  other  ammo- 


nlum  phosphate: 

Western  Hemisphere . . . 

Western  Europe - - 

Asia . . 

Australia  and  Oceania _ _ _ 

Africa . . .  . 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countries 

519,223 
719,365 
589,810 
13,017 
87,437  ... 

55.5%  ... 

121,015 
62,575 
60,627 
1,653  ... 

38,462 

47,865 

4,900 

11,000 
25,000 
2,700  .... 

11,000 

25,000 

Mixed  fertiliser: 

94,624 

5,417 

9,380 

330  ... 

17,325 

7  ... 

655  ... 

Asia.. . I."!.. _ _ 

38  ... 

Africa . . . 

Percent  exported  to  developing  countrios 
July  1975  to  February  1976 . . 

9,426 

59.5%  ... 

3  ... 

>  The  data  in  this  table  with  respect  to  “Unfilled  Contracts”  is  based  on  information  obtained  from  exporters  by 
the  Office  of  Export  Administration  subject  to  the  confidentiality  provisions  of  the  Export  Administration  Act  of 
1969,  as  amended.  In  a  number  of  instances  only  one  exporter  is  involved  in  experts  of  a  stated  commodity  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  country.  Therefore,  the  publication  of  the  data  by  country  of  destination  could  effectively  reveal  information 
required  to  be  held  confidential.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  the  information  supplied 
by  exporters,  this  data  is  published  by  the  area  of  destination. 

*  Includes  fertiliser  and  other  grades  of  anhydrous  ammonia. 

1  Includes  fertiliser  and  other  grades  of  phosphoric  acid  (100%  APA). 

Sources:  Actual  Exports:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce.  Unfilled  Contracts:  Office  of 
Export  Administration,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce. 
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